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Gabe Lopez and Joshua Chaiton fly
over the Temecula wine country:




alfway betweer
lies Temecula. |

through wineries and tastin
dry summers and cool winters thanks to'it N i e French Valley, just 22 mlles inland from
the Pacific Ocean. Days often begin wi ornin hii ch then gwes way to sunny mlddays
and gentle afternoon ocean breezes. This yeéranoif’hd tem
a round of wine tasting, a relaxed hot-air balloonifli
action show, ora day of shopping. Temecula

|rport (F70) hes south ast of Los Angeles.in the eastern portion of the southern
Cahforma coastal'basin, Due o th ompllcated local airspace with four Class C areas, two Class B areas,
MOASs, restricted areas, and mountains, refer to the Los Angeles Terminal Area Chart (TAC) for flights
_here. Mountains ring the basin to the north and east, the tallest of which rises to 11,500 feet MSL.
‘Arrivals from the northwest should contact SoCal Approach at least 30 nm out from LAX for flight
following through the busy areas; frequencies are depictedon the Los Angeles TAC. The best route takes
you southeast below the area wheye the Los Angeles Class B and Ontario Class C alrspaces overlap. From -
the northeast, you can fly througqthe Banhing Pass; contact SoCal A proach on 119,65 MHz. From the
east, you can cross near Julian VOR (JLI 114.0 MHz), but be cautious of possible severe turbulence in this
area when'winds afe strong. Study the VFR Sectlonal to familiarize your: th the numerous MOAs
; outheast of Palm Springs.
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Temecula CVB

The non-towered airport at French Valley
has a GPS instrument approach for its 6,000
x 75-foot Runway 18. Watch for helicopters,
military traffic, hang gliders, ultra lights,
sailplanes, skydivers, and hot air balloons.
SoCal Approach can provide information
regarding active jump zones. For noise
abatement, fly a wide traffic pattern east of
the runway between two small ranches that
are noise-sensitive. Similarly, on departure,
climb at Vy to traffic pattern altitude and
avoid making right turns from Runway 18.

Self-serve fuel is available midfield and at
the south end of the runway. The Jet
Center, on the northwest side of the field,
offers fuel and complimentary tiedowns, and
will arrange a Hertz, Enterprise, or Avis rent-
al car with prior notice, open 8 a.m.—5 p.m.,
951-696-9344, www frenchvalleyfbo.com.
French Valley Aviation, on the west side
of the runway near midfield, supplies fuel,

_tiedowns for $5-$7, and will have an Avis

or Enterprise car waiting with prior notice,
open Mon-Fri 6 am~5 p.m., Sat-Sun 8 a.m.—
5 p.m., 951-677-2756, www.rcfva.com. The
main terminal area houses the French Valley
Café (see Where to Eat) and the Wings &
Rotors Air Museum is near the north end of
the field (see What to Do).
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History

Spanish missionaries settled in the
Temecula Valley in 1797. However, long
before Padre Juan Norberto de Santiago
first set foot here, natives known as the
Temeekuyam Indians, now generally
referred to as the Luisefios, inhabited the
area. The Pechanga Band of Luisefos
believes their ancestors inhabited this area
for more than 10,000 years. According to
Pechanga history, they called the area
“Temeekunga,” which was later translated
by the Spanish into Temecula and means
“the place of the sun” or “where the sun
breaks through the mist” in the native
language. The Mission of San Luis Rey de
Francia was built in 1798, and the Mission
San Antonio de Pala in 1816. In 1857, seven
years after California became a state, a
stagecoach line was established from St.
Louis, through Temecula, to San Francisco.
The traffic spurred the establishment of
California’s second post office. The
Pechanga Indian Reservation, formed in
1882, has grown to more than 5,500 acres
and now also serves as the site for Pechanga
Casino and Resort.

During the late 1800s, Temecula became
a center for agriculture and cattle. It was a

n Old Town Temecula
d horseback | ide.

time of cowboys, cattle drives, stagecoaches,
hold-ups, and all things synonymous with
the Old West. Over the years, cattle and
agriculture gave way to industry, real estate,
and winemaking.

The Temecula wine industry dates to the
first mission padres. The modern wineries
began here in the mid-20th century and the
Temecula American Viticultural Area (AVA)
was established in 1984. Temecula’s warm
climate is well suited to Mediterranean
varietals like Viognier, Syrah, and Pinot Gris,
as well as Rhone varietals like Zinfandel
and Cabernet Sauvignon. Today, you'll find
more than 35 wineries here, blessed by
beneficial weather year-round.

What to Do

Start your local tour at the airport’s Wings
and Rotors Museum. Its airworthy Bell
UH-1B Huey is still configured as it flew in
Vietnam. The Bell OH-58A flew in Desert
Storm, and two other helicopters are under-
going restoration. The current big project
is an F-4 Phantom in Navy markings, one
of the few privately owned, flyable
Phantoms in the world. The museum is
non-profit, suggested donation $5, open
Mon-Fri (occasionally on Saturdays) 9 a.m.—
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Leoness Cellars




Temecula CVB

Redhawk Golf Club

‘Leoness Cellars

. Clockwise: The Pechanga Resort & Casino, California’s largest casmo, is just outsrde Old Town Temecula, Redhawk Golf C_ 'rse is among
he Inland Empire’s best pubhc courses; The acclaimed Restaurant at Leoness Cellars offers fresh masterfully crafted cuisine in a cozy al
resco semng . v :

4 p.m., 37350 Skycanyon Dr., 951-662-5653,
www.u mgsmzdmfo/.\i(,»;q.

The Temecula Valley is also rich in -
history, from ancient Indian occupants @ﬂmﬁy@ ﬁ%;; Mg ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@g

Lo ¢ coaches and cowboys. Old Town

Temecula on Front Street, designated a ' :
Historical Preservation District, provides : - ﬁmﬂm@ @@@W@Mg
a glimpse of the valley’s heritage. The pre- = e : ~
served historical architecture and rustic | & -
wooden bo: alks evoke a time when | g2 & A . 'usﬁ\/ TIRES
horses were hitched up outside the local S = e
watering hole. A trip to the Old West
V\ouldnt lx complete without a little rope
or a few gunfights. Western Days
features the Temecula Gunfighters, numer-
ous visiting gun-fighting clubs, costumed
characters, trick ropers, Western exhibits
and music, a chili cook-off, and calf
roping. Exhibits and attractions are located
at booths, restaurants, and shops along
Front Street. Don’t miss the high noon
shoot out and robbery at The Bank
Mexican Restaurant & Bar. The Bank,
originally built in 1914 and robbed only
once by bandits, was the First National
Bank of Temecula until it closed in 1941,
g18-19, 11'am=>5 p-m., 951-694-

seat Old Town Temecula
Community Theater is housed in the his-
toric 1890 Mercantile Building and offers
dance, clas 1, groove, and big band
performances. An art gallery showcases
local and national artis llery and ticket

hours Wed 2-6 p.m., Thu—Fri 2-9 p.m., Sat Contact us today! 800-442-8473 ¢ www.akbushWhéeI.com
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12-9 p.m., Sun 12-5 p.m., 42051 Main St.,
866-653-8696, wuww.temeculatheater.org.

More than 35 wineries are found among
the area’s 35,000 acres of rolling hills and
vineyards. Vacationer’s can plan a day
around the valley based solely on wine
tasting. Most wineries offer tastings of three
to six wines and are open 10 a.m.—5 p.m.,
951-699-3626, www.temeculawines.org.

A large rustic wooden barn serves as
the tasting room at Longshadow Ranch
Vineyard and Winery. Take a walk
around the picturesque grounds, sip wine
on the shaded back patio, or make new
friends, including the four-legged kind.
Belgian draft horses pull old-fashioned
carriages for romantic carriage vineyard

tours, complimentary with purchase
(weather permitting), while friendly goats
greet you in the petting zoo. Longshadow
features standard varietals along with new
favorites like their sweet white merlot and
cinsault, a rare red wine not often grown
in the U.S. Make sure you try the Belgium
Chocolate Ponderosa Port Boot Shooter,
their unique Solera-style Ponderosa Port,
aged in whiskey barrels and served in
a cute Belgium chocolate shooter cup,
shaped like a cowboy boot, $5. Tastings
run $15 including five wines, Mon-Thu
11 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat=Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
live music some Sat nights until 10 p.m.,
39847 Calle Contento, 951-587-6221,
www.longshadowranchwinery.com.

Former circus strongman Parmenter Hickey
fips the 1902 Ohio Air National Guard's latest
acquisition so the inspector can check for the

all-important Poly-Fiber stamp.
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540.00

Annual Membership

CESSNA FLYER ASSOCIATION
2450 N LAKE AVE #113
ALTADENA, CALIEORNIA 91001

It mattered then, and it matters
now. Maybe more than ever.

Whether you're protecting all
of metropolitan Steubenville
or just your own backside,

ou’ll get a tough, beautiful,
long-lasting job with Poly-Fiber.
The application is practically
foolproof, and we've made the
instruction manual very clear
and actually fun. Really.

Take a tip from Parmenter.
Give your baby a spectacular
new Poly-Fiber finish.

*Friendliest manual around
*Toll-free technical support

polyfibercom
information@polyfiber.com

800-362-3490
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A different experience awaits at Monte
De Oro Winery, one of the valley’s newest.
Its location atop a hill offers panoramic
views of the Temecula wine valley. Enjoy
your wine in the tasting room and look out
the enormous arched casement window,
or bring it out to the patio overlooking the
vines and watch a wine country sunset. In
the center of the tasting room is a large
glass floor that overlooks the barrel room;
ladies, you may not want to wear a dress
here! A barrel room private tour takes you
down through a darkened stone stairway
to the underground barrel room where
hundreds of casks are stacked, waiting to
age to perfection. Look above through the
glass ceiling and watch other tasters walk
across, $18 per person. Tastings cost $12
and include six wines, 10 a.m.—5 p.m., 35820
Rancho California Rd., 951-491-6551,
www.montedeoro.com.

Wine Country Trails by Horseback offers
one-hour guided horseback wine country
tours through the rolling hills. Owner Diana
LeFort has been working with horses for
over 30 years and loves introducing guests
to riding. Learn the history of the valley,
special nuances of wine country, or tailor
your tour package to include wine tasting,
lunch, or dinner. Choose from early morn-
ing, afternoon, or sunset rides that begin at
Wilson Creek Winery, age seven and up,
starting at $80 per person, 951-506-8706,
www.winecountrytrailsbyborseback.com.

This year marks the 30th anniversary of
the Balloon and Wine Tasting Festival,
which is held at the Lake Skinner recreation
area, less than five miles east of French
Valley Airport, May 31-June 2. Hot air
balloon rides, wines from more than 25
wineries, fine arts, a food court, kid’s fair,
more than 200 vendors, and concerts
throughout the day draw guests from
around the area. Check the website for
food/wine or food/wine/beer pairings,
$65-875. Admission runs $17-$24, 60-min
sunrise balloon rides $200 including festival
admission, 951-676-6713, www.tvbwyf.com.

If you can’t wait until summer to expe-
rience the thrill of soaring to new heights
in a hot air balloon, book a hot air bal-
loon ride with D&D Ballooning. Sunrise
flights provide views of citrus groves,
peaceful vineyards, and local wildlife.
After an hour flight, land in a vineyard
for a picnic of champagne and brunch,
which ends around 9:30 a.m., $150.
D&D’s 32 years of flight experience give
them the skills to offer unique adven-
tures, such as their night-into-morning
flight that begins at 5 a.m., so you expe-
rience the glowing hot air balloon against
a dark sky, yet land at sunrise. Other
flights include “mile-high” club (yes, really),
parachute jumping, and tethered flights.
Private and group flights are also offered,
$120-$1,200, departures from Wilson
Creek Vineyard, 35960 Rancho California
Rd., 951-303-0448 or 800-510-9000, www.hot
airadventures.com.



City of Temecula

he City of Temecula hosts the annual Western Days,

Try your luck at the Pechanga Resort
and Casino on the outskirts of Old Town
Temecula. The casino is California’s largest,
with more than 200,000 square feet of gam-
ing, 3,000 slot and video machines, and
more than 130 gaming tables. Headliners
like Kelly Clarkson, Liza Minelli, Wynona,
and the Goo-Goo Dolls perform at the
resort’s outdoor amphitheater. Live shows
have included performances by David
Coppertfield, Jerry Seinfeld, and George
Lopez. The casino also features numerous
dining options, a cabaret lounge, two
nightclubs, a comedy club, and 517 luxury

hotel rooms, $139-$340, 45000 Pechanga
Pkwy, 951-693-1819 or 888-PECHANGA,
www.pechanga.com.

One of the few island greens in Southern
California is the par-3 eighth hole at the
Redhawk Golf Club, considered among
the best public courses in Southern
California’s Inland Empire. Rolling con-
tours on the 18-hole, 7,056-yard course
offer a challenge for golfers of every level.
Greens fees start at $70, 45100 Redhawk
Pkwy (10 miles southeast of French
Valley), 951-302-3850 or 800-451-HAWK,
www.redbhawkgolfcourse.com.

Where to Stay

Some lodging options are right in the
heart of wine country at one of the plush
vineyard resorts, while others include
comfortable accommodations in the center
of town.

The newest hotel, the California mis-
sion style-inspired Ponte Vineyard Inn
opened in May 2012. All the comforts of
a AAA four-diamond hotel are combined
with unique features, such as 300 acres
of lush vineyards, the surrounding moun-
tain ranges, and a serene private pond
with a rustic windmill. Bask in the sun

~ Martha Garcia

Learn more at flycarboncubss.com

7
CUBCRAFTERS

cubcrafters.com

Yakima, WA | 509.248.9491
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on the inn’s Italian courtyard while sip-
ping a syrah. The 60 rooms feature Keurig
coffee and tea stations, complimentary
WiFi, and iPod docking stations, and
boast accents like French double doors
that open to a view of the vineyard or
the pond from a private patio or bal-
cony. For the best view of the sprawling
grounds and the quaint pond, book the
deluxe double queen room. A wine
tasting room is next door. Ponte is the
only vineyard to feature a full bar in
addition to its winery. The two dining
options on the property are the Cellar
Lounge and Bouquet gourmet restaurant.
Rooms run $219-$799, 35053 Rancho
California Rd., 951-694-8855 or 888-563-
8885, www.pontevineyardinn.com.

Southcoast Winery Resort & Spa sits on
400 acres of beautiful vineyard property with
views of nearby Mount Palomar. The winery
produces award-winning wines, and the
full-service resort offers a swimming pool,
a Tuscan-inspired restaurant, and a private
spa that offers deep tissue and warm stone
treatments. Accommodations at the opulent
resort include 76 luxury private villa-style
cottages with Spanish tile roofs, each meas-
uring 490 to 1,150 square feet. The villas fea-
ture large marble spa tubs and dual showers,
a fireplace, and private vineyard-view ter-
races, all with no shared common walls for
complete privacy, $185-$259, 34843 Rancho
California Rd., 951-587-9463 or 866-9-WIN-
ERY, www.wineresort.com.

The Hampton Inn & Suites is conve-
niently located within walking distance to
the attractions, restaurants, and bars in Old
Town Temecula. Rooms feature flat-screen
TVs, plush bedding, and a complimentary
full hot breakfast buffet. Upgrade to a king-
bed studio suite with in-room whirlpool
tub for a little extra luxury and relaxation,
$109-$209, 28190 Jefferson Ave., 951-506-
2331, www.hilton.com.

Where to Eat

The quickest and closest bite to the airport
is at French Valley Cafe. Their Club
Sandwich is piled skyscraper-high with
turkey, ham, bacon, lettuce, and tomato,
entrées $9-$14, open Mon-Thu 8 a.m.—
9 p.m., Fri-Sat 8 a.m.—10 p.m., Sun 8 a.m.—
4 p.m., 37600 Sky Canyon Rd., 951-600-7396,
www frenchuvalleycafe.org.

Relaxed al fresco dining under the
terrace offers expansive views of the
Temecula Valley at The Restaurant at
Leoness Cellars, which was recently voted
“Best Restaurant” by the readers of Inland
Empire magazine. Chef Daragh Matheson
employs nearly 30 years of experience to
craft culinary creations that delight the sens-
es. Even his crispy French fries are made
by hand from scratch, cooked in a secret
blend of oils, and then paired with flavors
like melted gorgonzola or a salty, crisped
bacon parmesan and garlic. Everything on
Daragh’s menu is made from scratch, and
according to him, “comes from the heart.”

His specialty, pan-seared Alaskan Halibut in
a port butter reduction over truffle risotto,
literally melts in your mouth with each
tender bite, entrées $7-$18, open 11 a.m.—
5 p.m., 38311 De Portola Rd., 951-302-7601,
www.leonesscellars.com.

Old Town Temecula’s Public House
offers gastropub dining in a historic home
that has been converted to a restaurant.
Opt for the “backyard” dining experience,
and you’ll be seated outside in a relaxed,
yet upbeat environment surrounded by
fire pits and unique water features. Call
ahead, because it gets packed on week-
ends. Try the Kobe Euro Tour, a 10-ounce
burger of ground Kobe Beef that comes
with a warning: “never cooked over medi-
um, even for five bucks.” It is topped with
melted bleu cheese and sun-dried tomato
basil aioli on a toasted Brioche bun; pair
it with the Black Market Hefeweizen for
a refreshing lunch, entrées $14-$306, open
Sun-Thu 11 a.m.~10 p.m., Fri-Sat 11 a.m.—
1 a.m., 41971 Main St., 951-676-7305,
www.publichouse.tv.

Don't let the name fool you, the Gam-
bling Cowboy Chophouse and Saloon is
anything but a rowdy, rustic spot full of
drunken cowboys. The restaurant is located
off Front Street in Old Town Temecula on
the third level of an old wooden saloon
building, but step inside, and you are
greeted with Victorian era class and
relaxed ambience with dimmed lighting,
as a pianist softens the mood with con-
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One-on-one training. Your plane or our plane.
Your place or our place. Examiner on staff.




Temecula CVB
Martha Garcia

istorical Preservation District. »
uldn‘t be complete without a stop

0Old Town Temecula is designated as a

Rig : ‘tr’ip into the country for wine tasting
at Long Shadow Ranch’s Barn tasting room.

temporary music. Try the Gambler, a
smoky, robust “cowboy cut” certified Angus
beef rib eye, charbroiled to perfection,
topped with maitre d’ butter, and offered
with a side of crisp green beans and a
loaded baked potato. Pair it with a local
vineyard cabernet to complement the
smoky flavor of the meat, entrées $20-$48,
breakfast Sat-Sun 9 a.m.-2 p.m., lunch
Tue-Sun 11 a.m.-3 p.m., dinner Sun,
Tue-Thu 4-9 p.m., Fri-Sat 4-10 p.m.,
42072 5th St., 951-699-2895, www gambling
cowboy.com.

Transportation
Since the airport is about seven miles
from downtown Temecula and approxi-

mately 10 miles from wine country, vehicle

I

RUNWAYS:
SERVICES:

transportation will be needed. Call The Jet
Center to arrange delivery of a Hertz,
Enterprise, or Avis rental car, 951-696-9344.
French Valley Aviation can arrange for an
Avis or Enterprise car, 951-677-2756.

Red Top City Cab drivers offer extensive
knowledge of the Temecula Valley and local
attractions with curbside pickup from any-
where, including French Valley Airport, 951-
094-3333, www.redtopcitycab.com.

For a sober driver and a carefree getaway
with multiple winery visits and tastings,
Grapeline offers daily public and private
shuttle wine tours in comfortable sedans,
limos, SUVs, and large shuttles. The vineyard
picnic tour features six hours in wine coun-
try and a full picnic lunch provided by a
local vineyard restaurant, starting at $99 per

person. If a half-day of tasting is enough, try
the cheese and wine tour, offered only on
Saturdays. This tour begins at 10 a.m. or
2 p.m., visits three wineries, and offers a
light snack of cheese, fruits, and nuts on a
beautiful olive cheese board, $89 per per-
son. Call to customize a tour to include mul-
tiple wineries, pick up at a nearby hotel, or
the French Valley Airport, (951) 693-5755 or
888-8-WINERY, wuww.gogrape.com.

Whether you yearn for a relaxing day of
spa treatments, a weekend of delicious wine
and mouthwatering delicacies, or a jaunt
with bandits and cowboys, Temecula fills
the bill. Pack your bags for this Southern
California wine country to experience “the
West that was,” where you'll find adventure,
romance, and relaxation all in one place!

Sectional Chart:

, , = Los Angeles
||| French Valley Airport Pt Al 23501 WL
wt | Murrieta/Temecula, CA e N 33° 34.5’ W117° 7.7 e Elevation: 1,350 ft. | Right Traffic Rwy 36
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C’f?l Not to be used for navigation.

AWOS: 119.025

Hills to the west and southeast. Noise sensitive areas surround airport. Noise restrictions apply. Ultralights and helicopters in the vicinity.
Watch for aerobatics on weekends. On departure climb at Vy to pattern altitude.

18/36 6,000 x 75 ft. Asphalt. Lighted. Activate MIRL, REIL, 2-light PAPI, Txwy PCL 122.8.
French Valley Aviation. Tiedowns: $5 (free with fuel purchase).

Rental cars, pilot lounge, pilot supplies, flight planning.

Fuel: 100LL: $6.49 (full-serve), $5.99 (self-serve), Jet A $5.81 (full-serve). Open 7 a.m.=5 p.m., 951-677-2756.

The Jet Center. Tiedowns: Free (with fuel purchase). Hangars: Free (when available and with fuel purchase). Courtesy car (with fuel
purchase), rental cars, pilot lounge, flight planning. Fuel: T00LL: $6.76 (full-serve), Jet A $5.08 (full-serve). After hours fueling available
by appointment (fees apply), 951-249-5470. Open 8 a.m.—5 p.m., 951-696-9344 or 951-696-7299.

French Valley Hangars. Fuel: $100LL $5.79 (self-8erve). Open 24 hours, 800-491-1552.
Airport office: 951-955-9722. AWOS: 951-696-1018. -
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